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The principal function of education, as it seems to 
many thinking people, is so to train the young that 
they may find in their minds and in their tastes a 
perennial source of satisfaction and enjoyment. 
Training restricted to the demands of the material 
man is essentially faulty and unAmerican and our 
ancient theory that every American child should be 
given the opportunity of rising to the highest posi- 
tion in the gift of the people should not be jeopard- 
ized by fostering a system of education which is 
bound to result in the submerging of many into a 
class. It is quite possible that students may not 
appreciate at the time what they are doing, but train- 
ing is not for time; it is for eternity. Nothing has 
ever been better said with regard to this aspect of 
Latin study than Cardinal Newman's words in The 
Grammar of Assent, quoted by Vice-Chancellor War- 
ren in his essay, Ancient and Modern Classics as 
Instruments of Education (see The Classical 
Weekly 3.81) : 

Let us consider, too, how differently young and 
old are affected by the words of some classic author, 
such as Homer or Horace. Passages, which to a boy 
are but rhetorical commonplaces, neither better nor 
worse than a hundred others which any clever writer 
might supply, which he gets by heart and thinks very 
fine, and imitates, as he thinks, successfully, in his 
own flowing versification, at length come home to 
him when long years have passed, and he has had 
experience of life, and pierce him as if he had never 
before known them, with their sad earnestness and 
vivid exactness. Then he comes to understand how 
it is, that lines, the birth of some chance morning or 
evening at an Ionian festival, or among the Sabine 
hills, have lasted generation after generation for 
thousands of years, with a power over the mind, and 
a charm, which the current literature of his own day, 
with all its obvious advantages, is utterly unable to 
rival. 

To compare great things with small may redound 
sometimes to the benefit of both and I was interested 
as well as amused by an article upon The New Edu- 
cation, written in imitation of Mr. Dooley, quoted 
recently by The American Educational Review from 
The Oneontan : 

"And phwat is this new edycashun Hogan's bye is 
telling of?" asked Hennessy of Mr. Dooley, as the 
twain were coming home from early mass. 

"Aw, the koind that comes from the use of the 
jigsaw rather than from the studyin' of the dicshun- 
ery? I've noticed that mesilf, Hinnessy. It's a grand 
idea. The argymint runs loike this, I'm thinking", 
replied Mr. Dooley. 

"Hogan's Mike and your Mary Ann no longer need 



the koind of schoolin' that helped Martyn Luther and 
the Pope in their bull-foight, or Thomas Jeffsern to 
wroite the Deklayrashun of Independunce. No sir; 
they need to learn the use of the turnin' lathe, a 
Sarycuse chilled plow, balinced rashuns for the goat, 
an incubator hincoop, and a vacyume cleaner. Of 
pwhat use is it for Mike and Mary Ann to read of 
how the squawk of a goslen waked a sleepin' sentinel 
out too late at a wake the noight before ; or of Mr. 
Raluph Waldorf Emerson's reflecshuns on Boston's 
Common ? 

"No sir, it's the hands that need to be blistered, not 
the mind. That's the argymint. 

"The hands earn the bread, why bother to train the 
head for a parlor ornaymint? Brick-a-brack is out 
of date, Hinnessy. You must make everything con- 
tribute to your stomach or your bank account or your 
wife's ayester bonnet. Books can't compete with a 
plumber's bill. They're the hare in the race; the 
plumber is the mock turtle. 

"Down with the books. They must go. They've 
had their day. Give the jack plane and the butter- 
ladle the place on the parlor cinter-table formerly 
occupied by the dicshunery and Tom Moore's poetry 
book. 

"That's the slogan, Hinnessy; but I'm thinkin' a 
long avenin' at home with just thim sinsible things 
to look at would be rather stoopid, and thim sug- 
gestin' more achin' mussels and tired hands on the 
morrow, too. It's all foine for Hogan's boy now 
whin he can drop his johnnies at the five o'clock 
whistle, rush home for a square meal and arroive at 
the moving pictshure show by siven puntchool. But 
whin he reaches our age, Hinnessy, phwat thin? 
Whiri he comes limpin' home with the rumatiz a 
grippin' him fair awful, puts on his carpet slippers, 
shoves a maple knot in the shtove, and sits down to 
spend the avenin', will he want a Sarycuse chilled 
plow, a cross-saw, or a book for a plaything?" 

"He could tackle a pictshure puzzle", said Hen- 
nessy. 

"Yes, but he'll need a bit of slape against the soft 
snap of followin' the drag on the morrow", replied 
Mr. Dooley. G. L. 

As was announced last week, the present issue of 
The Classical Weekly has been copyrighted. In 
the belief that many teachers will find Mr. Hurlbut's 
lists most useful, extra copies have been printed. 
These may be obtained at ten cents each (12 copies 
one dollar, 25 copies two dollars, etc.). 

Word-lists are not in themselves, one admits, a 
panacea for all the troubles of the teacher of Latin. 
But a student must acquire a vocabulary somehow: 
let us therefore help him by every practical means to 
obtain what is indispensable to him. Any teacher 
worth his salt can show the pupil what to do with 
his vocabulary when he gets it. C K. 



